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Notice of Intended Action

Proposing rule making related to restrictions on assessors and deputy assessors assessing their
own property and providing an opportunity for public comment

The Revenue Department hereby proposes to amend Chapter 71, “Assessment Practices and
Equalization,” lowa Administrative Code.

Legal Authority for Rule Making

This rule making is proposed under the authority provided in Iowa Code sections 421.14 and
441.17(2).

State or Federal Law Implemented

This rule making implements, in whole or in part, lowa Code section 441.17(2) as amended by 2021
Towa Acts, Senate File 366, section 76.

Purpose and Summary

This proposed rule making is intended to implement changes made in the 2021 Legislative Session.
Specifically, 2021 Iowa Acts, Senate File 366, section 76, removes the “immediate family” component
from Iowa Code section 441.17(2), which prohibits assessors and deputy assessors from assessing their
own property, property the assessor or deputy assessor has a financial interest in, and property owned by
an entity in which the assessor or deputy assessor has a financial interest. Additionally, this rule making
removes reporting requirements and requires that assessors and deputy assessors certify annually to the
Director that they have not personally assessed the above properties.

Fiscal Impact
This rule making has no fiscal impact to the State of lowa.
Jobs Impact
After analysis and review of this rule making, no impact on jobs has been found.
Waivers

Any person who believes that the application of the discretionary provisions of this rule making would
result in hardship or injustice to that person may petition the Department for a waiver of the discretionary
provisions, if any, pursuant to rule 701—7.28(17A).

Public Comment

Any interested person may submit written or oral comments concerning this proposed rule making.
Written or oral comments in response to this rule making must be received by the Department no later
than 4:30 p.m. on September 28, 2021. Comments should be directed to:

Nick Behlke

Department of Revenue
Hoover State Office Building
P.O. Box 10457

Des Moines, Iowa 50306
Phone: 515.336.9025

Email: nick.behlke@iowa.gov


mailto:nick.behlke@iowa.gov

Public Hearing

No public hearing is scheduled at this time. As provided in lowa Code section 17A.4(1)“b,” an oral
presentation regarding this rule making may be demanded by 25 interested persons, a governmental
subdivision, the Administrative Rules Review Committee, an agency, or an association having 25 or
more members.

Review by Administrative Rules Review Committee

The Administrative Rules Review Committee, a bipartisan legislative committee which oversees rule
making by executive branch agencies, may, on its own motion or on written request by any individual or
group, review this rule making at its regular monthly meeting or at a special meeting. The Committee’s
meetings are open to the public, and interested persons may be heard as provided in lowa Code section
17A.8(6).

The following rule-making action is proposed:
Amend rule 701—71.27(441) as follows:

701—71.27(441) Assessor shall not assess own property.
71.27(1) Assessor and deputy assessor prohibited from assessing own property. An assessor or

deputy assessor shall not personally assess a property if the assessor or deputy assessor era-memberof
the-assessor’s-or-deputy-assessor’s-immediate-family owns the property, has a financial interest in the
property, or has a financial interest in the entity that owns the property. The assessing jurisdiction shall
pay all costs and expenses associated with the assessment of the above property.

71.27(2) Report Certification to the department.
a. Not later than January 1 of each year, assessors_agd_m_@h%eas%t_hat_an_ass' essing jurisdiction

&ssesser—s—assessm-g—_]ﬂﬂsd&et}eﬁ that the assessor did not personally assess the followmg property in the

previous assessment year:
(1) Property owned by the assessor;
(2) Property in which the assessor has a financial interest;
(3) Property owned by an entity in which the assessor has a financial interest.
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b.  Not later than January 1 of each year, deputy assessors shall certify to the director that the

deputy assessor did not personally assess the following property in the previous assessment year:

(1) Property owned by the deputy assessor;

(2) Property in which the deputy assessor has a financial interest;

(3) Property owned by an entity in which the deputy assessor has a financial interest.

c.  Assessors and deputy assessors shall use forms and procedures prescribed and provided by the
director for the certifications described in paragraphs 71.27(2)“a” and “b.”

71.27@3) Powers and duties of director. The director shall have and assume all of the powers and
duties under Iowa Code section 421.17 in administering this rule.

71.27(4) Definitions. For purposes of this rule, the following definitions shall govern.

“Financial interest” includes but is not limited to the holding of legal title to real property or any
ownership interest in an entity that holds legal title to real property. Notwithstanding the preceding
sentence, ownership interest in an entity shall not be deemed a “financial interest” when a person’s
ownership interest equals less than 10 percent of the entity’s total ownership interest.
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“Personally assess” means engaging in the listing, valuation, and classification of real property.

This rule is intended to implement lowa Code section 441.17 as-amended-by2020dowa-Aets; House
Eile 2641,
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